
To:  “People of the Books” Participants 
From:  Rabbi Ken Ehrlich 

Date:  January 11, 2020 
Subject: Readings for Yiddish Literature Session on February 20 

 

 
All of the readings are in Irving Howe and Eliezer Greenberg (Eds.), A Treasury of 

Yiddish Stories.  We will focus our discussions on the following authors and stories: 
 

• Mendele Mocher Sforim “The Calf”   pp. 97-111 

• Sholom Aleichem  “On Account of a Hat” pp .111-118 

• Sholom Aleichem  “Eternal Life”   pp. 151-168 

• Sholom Aleichem   “Hodel”   pp. 168-182 

• Sholom Aleichem  “Dreyfus in Kasrilevke” pp. 187-192 

• I.L.Peretz   “If Not Higher”  pp. 231-233 

• I.L.Peretz   “Bontsha the Silent”  pp. 223-230 

• I.L.Peretz   “The Golem”   pp. 245-246 

• Sholem Asch     “Sanctification of the Name” pp. 255-260 

• Sholem Asch    “Kola Street”   pp. 260-275 

• I.M. Weissenberg  “Father and the Boys”  pp. 297-307 

• Zalman Schnoeur  “Revenge”   pp. 308-316 

• I.J. Singer   “Repentance”   pp. 350-357 

• I.B. Singer   “Gimpel The Fool”  pp. 401-414 

• I.B. Singer    “The Little Shoemakers” pp. 523-544 

• Pesach Marcus  “Higher and Higher”  pp. 544-551 

• Isaiah Spiegel   “A Ghetto Dog”  pp. 569-579  
  

 

For a history of Yiddish literature, and an in-depth discussion of some of its major 
themes, I urge you to read the excellent “Introduction” to this book (pp. 1-71), as well as    

the “Notes on the Authors” (pp.73-93) before you read the stories.   
 

Please come prepared to share your observations, and to raise any questions you might 

have.  (Here is one question I would like to consider when we meet on February 20:  
Why did Greenberg and Howe not include any women in this anthology of Yiddish 

literature?) 
 

Remember, you can purchase the book via the following link: Purchase book online                                                  

 
Click to RSVP to this study group. Please share this with others. 

 
See you on February 20.  Let me know if you have any questions.  

 

Rabbi Ken …  
 

https://www.powells.com/searchresults?keyword=A+Treasury+of+Yiddish+Stories
https://www.teslibrary.org/event-details/yiddish-literature-both-in-europe-and-the-u-s
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